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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DIVERSION OF U.S. JEEPS FOR LIBYAN 
MILITARY USE 

1 . PHILIP BONELLO, PRINCIPAL IN MALTESE FIRM 
CIANTAR BROS. LTD. (IMPORTER AND DEALER, PRIMARILY 
IN FOODSTUFFS) DURING ROUTINE COMMERCIAL CALL REQUESTED 
ASSISTANCE OF EMBASSY OFFICIAL IN PURCHASING U.S. 

JEEPS AND OTHER ITEMS FOR A "FRIEND OF LONG ACQUAINTANCE 
WHO HAS GOOD CONNECTIONS WITH LIBYAN MILITARY." 

QUESTIONING BY EMBASSY OFFICIAL REVEALED "FRIEND" IS 

A MAN CALLED "MEDWI" (SIC) (BELIEVED TO BE LIBYAN 

NATIONAL), WHO OFTEN REQUESTS CIANTAR BROS. LTD. TO 

MAKE PURCHASES ON HIS BEHALF. IN THIS INSTANCE, THE 

REQUEST IS FOR 4,000 JEEPS (AN EQUAL NUMBER OF TWO 

DIFFERENT MODELS), A NUMBER OF PREFABRICATED MOBILE 

HOMES AND STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK FOR HANGARS. ACCORDING TO 

BONELLO, ALTHOGH SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE SHOWN 

AS THE FINAL DESTINATION ON SHIPPING 

DOCUMENTS, THE CARGO ACTUALLY WILL BE OFF LOADED 
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DESTINED FOR USE BY THE LIBYAN MILITARY. 

2. FOR THE TIME BEING, THE EMBASSY HAS RESTRICTED 
ITS ASSISTANCE TO PROVIDING CIANTAR BROS. LTD. WITH 
THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
AND THE JEEP INTERNATIONAL SUBSIDIARY OF AMERICAN 
MOTORS. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED 
IF PROPOSED TRANSACTION WOULD CONTRAVENE CURRENT 
U.S. EXPORT CONTROL REGULATIONS, SO THAT ANY 
FUTURE EMBASSY DEALINGS WITH MALTESE FIRM CAN BE 
APPRPORIATELY GUIDED BY SUCH REGULATIONS. PLEASE 
ADVISE. SMITH 
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